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Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Association  

 

Mid -Year Session  

 

Presiding -- Moderator Charles L. Webber, M. Div.  

 

Host Church: 1st Greater Living Baptist Church, Statesville, NC  

 

January 23, 2016  

 

10:00 a.m. Ĕ 12:00 p.m.  

 

 

Call to Worshipééééééééééééééééééé.Moderator Charles Webber, M.Div. 

      

                                                                 Pastor, Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Kings Mountain NC 

 

Hymnééééééééé..ééééééééééééééééééééééé.At The Cross 

 

Scripture ......................... Joshua 1:1-9éééé.,éééééééé...Pastor Anthony Sanders 

 

                                                                              Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Kings Mountain NC 

 

Prayerééééééééééééééééé...ééééééééééé..Pastor Vincent Ross 

 

                                                                                 Maiden Chapel Baptist Church, Maiden NC 

 

Welcome ........................ Host Churchééééééééééé..Pastor John D. McDonald, Jr. 

 

                                                                      First Greater Living Baptist Church, Statesville NC 
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Recommendations and Reports 
 

 Auxiliaries     Page # 

Recommendations from Auxiliary Presidents 

Womenôs Auxiliary.................................... President, Minister Patsy Stephens               4 

Laymen League ............................................. President, Brother Craig White    5 

Christian Education .......................................... President, Dr. Toni Woods    6 

Ushers....................................................... President, Sister Sharon McCullough   7 

Association Reports 

Budget Report ......................... 1st Vice Moderator, Budget Director, Pastor Wade Wallace  No Report 

Treasury Report ........................................... Treasurer, Minister Wanda Cates                11-13 

Audit Report ..................................................... Auditor, Sister Brenda Ellis    14-17 

Delinquent Churches .......... 4th Vice Moderator, Pastor Michael Hill, Providence Baptist Church              No Report 

Crusade .............................. 3rd Vice Moderator, Pastor Chad Woods, Great Hope Baptist Church              19 

Music Ministry ............................................ Musician, Brother Bobby Burson                No Report 

VBS ............................................................ Chairperson, Sister Venita Roberts   No Report 

Scholarship ............................................. Chairperson, Rev. Donnie Thurman, Jr.   22-27 

Historian ........................................................ Historian, Sister Alice Hopper    No Report 

Ordaining Council ...................... Pastor Billy D. Houze, First Baptist Church-Lawndale  No Report 

Leadership Training Institute .............. Dean, Rev. Frances Webber                 29-31 

 

Community Co-Partners 

 Political Awareness ................................... Chairperson, Sister Lillian Corprew   No Report 

 

 Work Ready Certificate Programéééé.....Charles Christenbury, Cleveland Community College, Shelby, NC 

 

Moderatorôs Moment / Recommendations & Announcements 

 

Presentation of Speaker                     Pastor Michael Hill 

                    Providence Baptist Church, Lincolnton, NC 

 

Song          Shady Grove Baptist Church Choir 

                    Kings Mountain, NC 

 

The Word of God               Pastor Eddie L. Ponder 

        Shady Grove Baptist Church, Kings Mountain, NC 

 

Invitation of Discipleship & Prayer              Pastor Larry H. Dixon 

          Long Branch Baptist Church, Grover, NC 

 

Vote of Thanks & Benediction            Pastor James L. Smith, M. Div. 

               Palmer Grove Baptist Church, Kingstown, NC 
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TEAM: Together Everyone Advancing the M ission;  

Itės Better When We Do It Together 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings EMBA Family! 

 

My former Pastor prior to every church conference gathering stated these words, "There is a real 
opportunity here for great work, even though there are many opponents."  At the time, I did not   
completely grasp the full understanding those words, however over the years I have come to under-
stand the wisdom of his words.  We live in a most challenging and confrontational time, yet it is an 
excellent opportunity for us to "work the works of Him that hath sent US while it is yet day, for night 
time is coming when no man (woman) can work."  It will truly be a better blessing to "work together" 
with all of you in the EMBA family over the next 3 1/2 years! 

 

As we continue to carry out the mandate of Acts 1:8, let us be reminded of the words of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ in Matthew 18:20-"For where two or three are gathered TOGETHER in my 
name, there am I in the midst of THEM."  Truly "together we STAND, divided we will FALL!  Let us 
not "fall by the wayside" as so many are but rather let us continue to hold up the blood stain banner 
of the Lord, the EMBA Association, and one another! 

 

Helen Keller wrote "Alone we can do so little but TOGETHER we can do so much."  Paul writes in 
Hebrews 10:23-25-"Let US hold fast the profession of OUR faith without wavering; (for He is faithful 
that promised;), And let US consider ONE ANOTHER to provoke to LOVE and GOOD WORKS; Not 
forsaking the assembling of OURSELVES TOGETHER, and so much more, as YE (YOU) see the 
DAY approaching." 

 

Since "no one knows the DAY nor the HOUR that He is coming back," let US observe attentively to 
the words of the old spiritual.  Let US "be ready (watching and waiting TOGETHER) for when He 
comes again, He's coming again so soon; don't let him catch US with OUR works undone!" 

 

Blessings and peace! 

Moderator C. L. Webber & Family  
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Womanôs Auxiliary Report 2015 

ñUNTIL ALL THE NETS ARE FULLò Mark 1:17-18 

     After being elected as President at our Annual session, the work of EMBAôs Womanôs Auxiliary was 

nonstop. Our first stop began this summer 2015, as we attended the annual session of the Womanôs Baptist 

Home and Foreign Missionary Convention in Raleigh at the Raleigh Convention Center on July 26-29th. 

The theme for the session was, ñREACHING the Masses, Christ in Every Homeò. All departments of the 

Convention played an important role during the Convention and we were surprised to see some of our pas-

tors in attendance. Our own, EMBA past State 13th president, Dr. Maggie M. White was honored during a 

special, ñIn Loving Memoryò service.  

     We were amazed during the talent portion as our youths from different parts of the State participated in 

the ñHave a Heart for Mission, talent contest. Young boys and girls of all ages shared different talents that 

God has given them to the convention. Itôs important that we allow our youth to share their talents as a way 

of communication and education at Ebenezer. So, as one of our newly organized objectives, is to start the 

Talent session for have a Heart in EMBA again. Additional information will be sent to our churches in the 

near future. Our State President, Reverend Linda D. Inman gave her annual address from Mark 14:6-7, 

ñShare the Momentò. Books were purchased for all departments of EMBAôs Womanôs Auxiliary that will be 

used for teaching in our upcoming sessions. We were introduced to Dr. Tashni Dubroy, a Jamaican Chemis-

try major, who is a graduate of Shaw and the New 17th President of Shaw University. She stated, ñ I would 

be more than glad to facilitate any EMBA function if invitedò. All of the sessions were very inspiring and 

informative.  

Fifth Sunday Convocation: August 30, 2015 

     On August 30th at the EMBA Fifth Sunday Convocation a Calendar of Events were presented and our 

Auxiliary Officers were introduced for this tenue. Churches in attendance were asked to leave their email 

address; telephone and other information to help the Auxiliary Sec. get in touch with them. The Vice Presi-

dent forms were passed out to the churches and explained by the Vice Presidents. Our Womanôs Auxiliary 

Officers for this tenure:  

 Mary Degree    1st Vice President 

 Gladys Byers    2nd Vice President 

 Andre McCluney    3rd Vice President 

 Gwendolyn Ramseur   4th Vice President 

            Young Adult Director   Minister Debra Ransom 

 Assistant Director   Minister Linda Martin 

            Youth Supervisor   Dr. Mary Byers Hall 

 Assistant Youth Supervisor  Minister Nellie Floyd 

 Assistant Youth Supervisor  Geraldine Thompson 

            Secretary                                             Pam Williams 

            Assistant Secretary                             Darnell Rhinehart 

  All four Vice presidents will communicate with the four Missionary Districts to assure that all churches are 

kept abreast of the events of the Womanôs Auxiliary. The Vice Presidents and their Districts are: 

1st Vice Mary Degree = District 3 
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4th Vice President, Gwen Ramseur = District 1 

     Our featured speaker for the 1st Fifth Sunday Convocation at Palmer Grove Baptist was Sister Ashley 

Williams. She is a former Youth worker in EMBA. In summary, Sister Williams advised, that we must find 

the ñglitchò and locate our youth without excuses. Youth should not have choices whether to participate or 

not. It is the parentôs role to do heart to heart issues and take care of home.  In figuring out what to do with 

our lives, we must remember that Jesus was not boring, people followed him. We must be compelled by 

love, not by duty or obligation.  We must show people what theyôre looking for is Christ.  Donôt settle, do 

more-(1Kings 17: 8-16 KJV).  Donôt limit what we do for Christ. Take analysis of our resources. Donôt dis-

miss what He has told us to do.  Donôt quit, donôt give up, use what we have!  Be equipped, make the plan, 

Godôs plan! Seek to do better!  

Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Association -  Associational Districts 

District 1- Gwen Ramseur                                                                                 District 2 ï Andrea McCluney 

Edwards Chapel Baptist Church                                                                          Ellis Chapel Baptist Church 

Eskridge Grove Baptist Church                                                                           Faith Baptist Church 

First Baptist ïLawndale                                                                                       First Baptist ï Earl 

Golden Ridge Baptist Church                                                                              Hopewell Baptist Church 

Green Bethel Baptist Church                                                                               Light Oak Baptist Church 

Mountain View Baptist Church                                                                           Maple Springs Baptist Church 

New Zion Baptist Church                                                                                    Mt. Calvary ïShelby 

Palmer Grove Baptist Church                                                                              New Ellis Chapel Baptist Church  

Ramseur Baptist Church                                                                                      Shiloh Baptist Church 

                                                                                                                             Walls Memorial Baptist Church 

                                                                                                                             Good Samaritan Baptist Church 

                                                                                                                             Focus Baptist Church 

District 3- Mary Degree                                                                                    District 4 ï Gladys Byers 

Fairview Baptist-Cherryville                                                                               Ebenezer Baptist Church 

1st Greater Living Baptist Church                                                                        Long Branch Baptist Church 

Macedonia Baptist ï Waco                                                                                  Mt. Olive Baptist Church 

Maiden Chapel Baptist Church                                                                            Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church 

Mooreôs Chapel Baptist Church                                                                          Mt. Zion Baptist Church 

Mt. Calvary Baptist ïVale                                                                                   New Way Baptist Church   

New Hope Baptist Church                                                                                   Shady Grove Baptist Church   

Providence Baptist Church                                                                                  St. James Baptist Church 

Washington Baptist Church                                                                                 St. Peter Baptist Church   

Zion Hill Baptist Church                                        

 

36th Annual Family Missions Conference: This was held on Saturday, September 26, at the Baptist Grove 

Baptist Church in Raleigh, where the pastor is Rev. Bankole Akinbinu. We were blessed from Ebenezer to 

have seven people to attend. The Conference was awesome and we learned a lot. The theme for the Confer-

ence was, ñThe Christian Family: Our Link to the Past, Our Bridge to the Futureô. President Stephens, along 

with three other senior ladies from across the State was a participant during the Senior Session with Rev. 

Akinbinu as the Facilitator. There were group sessions/questions for Young Adults and Youth as well, with 

representatives from their age group, from around the State on the panel.  
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1. What strengths do you think existed in families of the earlier centur1es that held them together, ñin spite 

of adversityò that do not appear to be present now! What do you feel it will take to regain those 

strengths! 

2. We often hear about the Youth of today being lost. How do youth handle situations when the world says 

itôs okay to do something and the parents say no? (Such as living together before marriage; same sex 

marriage) 

3. In this 21st Century, a lot of individuals do not believe that the Bible is truly the inspired written Word of 

God and they pick and choose parts of it to follow or interpret it to meet their agenda. If God were to tell 

you that He is giving you the authority to write a manual that would be used to strengthen families and 

bring families closer to Him, what would you include in it and why? 

How important is it to be able to recite Scripture by Books, Chapters, and Verses? Explain how this aids in 

helping us to fulfill our motto of, ñChrist in Every Homeò. 

World Day of Prayer:  The World Day of Prayer was held at 7:00pm on November 2nd, at Hopewell Bap-

tist Church where the pastor is Rev. Lawrence Roseboro. It was chaired and written by 1st Vice President, 

Mary Degree. The Theme was: ñThe Power of Prayerò. This night, even thou it was rainy outside, the Power 

of God was inside the church! Prayers were given for God to take control of the program; words of Adora-

tion and Praise; Confession and Intersessions; Petition and Supplication; Baptist and Church Life were 

prayed, sung and delivered by the power of God through Prayer. We praise God for His Great Works in Us! 

We had Prayer Warriors, Readers, Leaders and Scriptures Leaders from many of our Associational churches.  

     We want to thank ALL  pastors, Laymen League President White, Hopewell Baptist, Providence Baptist 

and Mt. Calvary-Shelby choirs and choir directors; Hopewell Baptist Ushers; Bro. Bobby Burson for the mu-

sic, Rev. Charles Turner and Ministers Gwen Cobbs and Linda Martin for stepping in for those that were 

sick and on the program. We thank God for EMBA churches, (seniors, young adults and youths). Special 

thanks go out to Rev. Lawrence Roseboro and the Hopewell church family for their assistance shown to us, 

and opening their doors for the World Day of Prayer. To God Be the Glory!!!!!! 

EMBA Leadership Training Institute:  The Leadership Training Institute was held at Macedonia-Waco 

with the host pastor, Rev. Les Howard, on November 17-19 from 7:00-9:00pm. The Instructor for the 

Womanôs Auxiliary was Rev. Portia Brandon from Raleigh, NC. Who is a Certified Instructor from the 

Womanôs Baptist Home and Foreign Missionary Convention.  Since our new Moderator Webber has opened 

up the Associational programs for all members, attendance was great! We had 38 on Tuesday night, 40 on 

Wednesday and 38 on Friday to attend. The Focus: UNITY ï Theme: ñT.E.A.M. ï Together Everyone Ad-

vancing Mission.ò She taught from the State Book for adults and young adults, ñThe Discipleôs Crossò by 

Avery T. Willis, Jr. She also shared a lot of information during the three days from the book and additional 

information from handouts such as, ñYour Mind Is a Battlefieldò and ñMasterlifeò. Churches were encour-

aged to order the Teacherôs Guide for reference, to use in their local church to teach the book to all members. 

Members were asked to encourage more Young Adults to attend. A member from Macedonia-Waco received 

a gift from Vice President, Degree for encouraging a young adult to attend. On the last day, Rev. Brandon 

and members were given an opportunity to receive free sweet potatoes by Vice President Degree. During the 

workshop 20 books were sold to members for a small fee of $12.50, in addition to the free handouts given by 

the instructor. We want to thank our Associational Treasurer for working with us on this matter. First Vice 

President, Degree acted as host to our Instructor and Womanôs Auxiliary due to President Stephens, absence 

(due to illness).  

New Church Training:  A team of officers from the Association did a workshop on the duties of the Asso-

ciational Officers at Macedonia Baptist -Kingstown, NC, where the pastor is Rev. William Montgomery. The 

workshop was held on Sunday, November 29th at 2:30 pm with Rev. Michael Hill, moderating the workshop. 

From the Womanôs Auxiliary, 1st Vice President Mary Degree spoke on behalf of President Stephens, due to 

her illness. She shared the following information from the ñMissionary Guide and Handbookò  
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from the Womanôs Baptist Home and Foreign Missionary Convention of North Carolina, with the pastor and 

church membership:  

1. The Churchôs Mission ï The church has no other mission than that of Christ, her Savior and Lord (Matt. 

16:13-15). 

2. The Need for Mission ï The scripture, ñGod was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself,ò(2Cor. 

5:19), asserts the need for mission. This action was necessary because there was a broken relationship of 

man with God. 

The Power for Mission ï In Acts 2, the people were empowered by the Holy Spirit before they began the 

mission of adding others unto the church. One can infer as he reads Act 2 that wherever the church went and 

ministered that the Holy Spirit engendered the acts, and the same Holy Spirit who acted during that period of 

time is at work today in the true and living church. 

1 The Five Essentials to Adequate Leadership: 

1. Looking ï ñLift up your eyes, and look on the fields: for they are white already to harvestò. John 4:35 

2. Listening ï A good leader must be a good listener, and learn the art of listening. Good listeners listen not 

only with their outer ears, but also with their inner ears. 

3. Learning ï Leaders must be prepared to share their gleanings. They must know the word of God well 

enough to teach it to others; thus it is understood that they must study so as to prepare themselves that the 

Lord will not hesitate to trust them, and that they may witness for Him. 

4. Lifting ï Leaders who strive for the top must be willing to take another with them. 

Living ï As Christians, leaders must live by the Christian faith. They must avoid living on the surface of life, 

and believe and practice their beliefs. 

1 The Programs in EMBAôs Womanôs Auxiliary at present:  

1. World Day of Prayer 

2. Family Missions Conference  on the State level 

3. Fifth Sunday Joint Session 

4. Youth Programs ï Have a Heart for Missions 

5. Young Adult Inspiration Day 

6. Leadership Training Institute 

7. EMBA Mid-Year Session 

8. Womenôs Only Prayer Retreat 

9. State-Wide Leaders Workshop 

10. District 3 Group 1 Mission Conference 

11. EMBA Annual Session 

12. EMBAôs Fifth Sundays Training 

 

Officers of the Circle 

1. President ï cooperate with the Pastor and the Church; lead in planning; preside at all meetings, etc. 

2. First Vice President- Enlistment Chairman, (enlist members of the church community and invite them to 

be active members of the circle. Preside over the meetings if the President is absent and carry on his/her 

duties). 

3. Second Vice President ï Christian Education Chairperson (encourage the study of the Bible as mission-

ary book; use the Missionary Helper as a guide. 

4.  Third Vice President ï Mission-In-Action Chairperson, (plan for special projects in making the commu-
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5.     Fourth Vice President ï Stewardship Chairperson, (promote the Bible plan of giving); encourage each 

member of the circle to give free will offerings at each meeting to support the objectives of the Circle. 

6.     Recording Secretary ï Record accurately minutes of the circle meetings. 

7.     Treasurer ï Receive all monies reported by groups and departments. (See that all bills and fees are paid 

when ordered by the circle. 

8.     Young Adult Director ï Elected by the circle to have general oversight of the Young Adults. Give a 

written report to the circle. 

9.     Youth Supervisor ï Elected by the circle; have general oversight of the Youth Department. Submit a 

written report to the circle of departmental activities. 

Organizational Structure of a Missionary Circle in the Local Church: 

1. Church 

2. Pastor 

3. Senior Department = President, 4 Vice Presidents 

4. Young Adult Dept. = Director/Y.A. Assoc. Director / President/Vice Presidents, etc. 

5.   Youth Dept. = Youth Supervisor/Youth Assoc. Supervisor/ President/Vice Presidents, etc. 

The Pastor and Church was encourage to buy copies of the Missionary Guide and Handbook of the Womanôs 

Baptist Home and Foreign Missionary Convention for its members. 

 

Four Sample copies of the Missionary Helper were given to Pastor Montgomery for examples that were used 

in the Spring of 2015.  

 

In closing, ñIf I can help somebody along the way, then my living will not be in 

vain!  God is Good, to Him I give the Glory!!!!!!! 
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Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Association  

ñOperation Flood Reliefòï Columbia, S.C.  

Theme: òITõS ALWAYS BETTER WHEN WE DO IT TOGETHER!ó 

Moderator, Rev. Charles Webber  

Minister Patsy Stephens -  Womanôs Auxiliary Chairperson 

 

Providence Pick - up Station:  

* Zion Hill ï 14 Walmart Cards @ $20 each = $280.00, Water / Cleaning Sup-

plies/Socks and Underclothes for all ages  

* Mt. Pisgah ï 4@$20 each and 1@$65 = $145.00, Water / Cleaning Sup-
plies/Socks and Underclothes for all ages  

*Providence ï 2@$20 each = $40.00, Water / Cleaning Supplies / Socks and 
Underclothes for all ages  

Total Gift Cards = $405.00    Plus    Total Cases of Water collected = 65  

Mt. Olive Pick - up Station:  

*Mt. Olive - 5 Walmart Cards@$20 each = $100, Water/ Cleaning Supplies /
Socks and Underclothes for all ages  

*St. James ï 5@$20 each = $100, water/ Socks and underclothes for all 
ages  

*Long Branch ï 5@$20 each = $100 and water  

*Ebenezer ï 10@$20 each = $200  

*New Zion ï 10@$20 each = $200   

*Maple Springs ï Socks and Water                         

Total Gift Cards = $700.00     Plus   Total Cases of Water collected =32  

Mt. Calvary - Shelby Pick - up Station:  

*Eskridge Grove ï 10@$10 each = $100.00  

*Ellis Chapel ï 5@$20 each = $100.00  

*Washington ï 5 @ $25 each = $125.00  

*Macedonia Waco ï 12@$25 each = $300.00  

*Shiloh Baptist -  (Water/Socks and Underclothes for all ages)  

*Mt. Calvary Shelby ï (Underclothes and Socks for all ages)  

*New Ellis Chapel ï (Socks/Water and Underclothes for all ages)  
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Total Gift Cards = $625.00      Plus   Total Cases of Water collected =120  

* Green Bethel Baptist for paying for Truck Transportation and Gas to take 
the supplies to Columbia, SC (Red Hill Baptist Church ï Gasden, SC for the 

Columbia Area) = $200  

*Washington Outreach Ministry ï (Socks and Underclothes for all ages)  

**Special Thanks go to ñAllò Churches/ Pastors and Members that 
participated in the Flood Drive. To others, thank you for your 
prayers and encouragement! Your help is invaluable, also!  

____________________________________________________  

 

*Grand Total Gift Cards Collected = $1,790.00      

 *Total Cleaning Supplies = 800    

 * Total Cases / Gallon Jugs of Water =217  

*Under Clothes and Socks (for men, women, boys, girls) = 8,000 pieces  

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!  

Sister Mary Degree and Brother Alton Stephens, Collectors  
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Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Association  

Rev. Charles Webber, Moderator  

ñTeamwork, ITôS ALWAYS BETTER WHEN WE DO IT TOGETHER!ò 

 

Womanôs Auxiliary Goals, Mission and Recommendations 

Theme: ñUntil All the Nets are Fullò 

2015-2019 

  

 
 

 

Scripture:  Mark 1:17 -18 ñAnd Jesus said to them, ñFollow me and I will make you fish for  

  people. And immediately they left their nets and followed him.ò 

Goal:  To work as a missionary team of seniors, young adults and youth, ñUntil , all the  

           nets are fullò. 

Welcome:   All churches to become an active part of the Womanôs Auxiliary. 

Teaching:  To present books and workshops for seniors, young adults and youth to empower  

  the missionary team  to do the work of missions in our local churches.  

Projects :  To welcome the Have A Heart for Missions  as an activity of our Youth   

  Department, not as a contest but as an opportunity to get our youth together for  

  Fellowship and better Communication skills.   

Service:  To teach the importance of  Humble Service to All who would follow Christ, by  

  following the example of our Lord, as He humbled himself to serve others.  

Stewardship: To take  an honest look at the gifts God has given to us. Look at our calendars 

to ñHONESTLYò, see how we can share those gifts with others through our time and                      

talents to reach the masses for Jesus Christ!    

 

Respectively Submitted,  

Patsy W. Stephens,  

Womanôs Auxiliary President 
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